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Dear  Friends and Patrons of the Solar Energy Foundation,

At the end of March I was in Kenya and Uganda to visit our projects there, in par-
ticular the two solar villages, Luwero and Jinja, as well as the “solar village” Kibera
in Kenya’s biggest slum.

My visit was then overshadowed by another event: The continuing drought in East
Africa. I spent a long time considering how we could contribute towards alleviat-
ing or avoiding future emergency situations for the farmers there because we
cannot influence many of their causes: for example, political conflicts, climate
phenomena, speculation with foodstuffs by international concerns etc.

With the aid of solar energy the consequences of drought catastrophes can cer-
tainly be alleviated, for example by implementing solar water pumps for irrigation purposes in order to
increase harvest yields. To this purpose we have initiated a programme in Kenya to aid smallholders who
have been hit by the drought: in future solar pumps will help to increase yields and thus alleviate the situa-
tion in times of emergency. For more information please turn to pages 8 and 9 of this newsletter.

Our water pump project has been met with a lot of enthusiasm and we are confident that we will soon
obtain the necessary means for the 100 solar pumps with which we will be able to start the programme.
We only need to raise a further 30,000 euro!

It does not take much to give people hope.

Many thanks to all sponsors and donors for supporting our work!

Freiburg, May 2017

Dr. Harald Schützeichel, Director

Newsletter 1st Quarter 2017
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The Solar Energy Foundation´s concept of the solar village

What is a solar village?
In order to make a long-term contribution towards the alleviation of poverty in developing countries we
pursue a policy which entails  a concentrated effort towards village development: The provision of a whole
village with solar energy.
As an initial measure the Solar Energy Foundation provides all households with a basic supply of solar elec-
tricity at a subsidized price: This consists of two LED lamps as well as the possibility of charging a mobile
phone. The price which the households have to pay is oriented towards the amount which the poorest fam-
ilies in the village could afford to pay. In this way, it is ensured that every family can receive a basic power
supply.
The payment of the solar systems takes place in monthly installments over a period of six to twelve
months. The people can make use of the systems but now pay for solar energy instead of kerosene. When
the last installments have been paid, the solar systems become the property of the families.

The implementation of solar energy in the solar villages has three main aims:
Day-to-day life: The families obtain a basic supply of electricity and are now able to do tasks in the morning
and evening when there is no daylight.
Education: Improved teaching and learning opportunities for children as a result of the light, not only in the
classrooms but also in the households.
Health: Improved healthcare (provision of medical aid 24 hours-a-day / correct storage of medicine and
vaccines due to the availability of refrigeration) as well as healthier living conditions (reduction of lung and
respiratory diseases caused by the use of kerosene lamps).

“Help for self-help”: Support for a local solar trade / creation of employment
In addition, the solar villages also help to promote a local solar trade. When solar villages are being realised,
it is therefore important to cooperate closely with local businesses. These solar firms will then take over the
installation and maintenance work in the following years. As a rule, this takes place with the support of
trained assistants from the village itself.
Within the framework of the foundation project the households are only provided with a basic supply of
solar energy. This means that these solar firms will also be the inhabitants first contacts should they want
to extend their solar systems or if they have additional requirements.
The Solar Energy Foundation has received several international awards for its sustainable village develop-
ment programme. Six solar villages have been realised since 2004:
2005: Kechemober , Ethiopia 2007: Rema, Ethiopia 2009: Dire, Ethiopia
2014: Arso Amba, Ethiopia 2015: Chbar Chros, Cambodia 2016: Kasozi, Uganda
In 2017 we have been able to realise three further solar villages with your support:
Isukwe (near Jinja), Uganda Luwero (Nandere), Uganda Kibera (Nairobi), Kenia

We would like to give our heartfelt thanks to all of our donors, especially:



© Stiftung Solarenergie - Solar Energy Foundation | www.stiftung-solarenergie.org 3

New solar villages realised in 2017 in Uganda: Luwero and Isukwe

Luwero (district of Nandere) lies to the north of the
capital city, Kampala. Many of the households are in
small hamlets with 30-50 homes. The people earn their
living mostly by cultivating bananas and coffee. In addi-
tion, there are a few tradespeople and craftsmen.

89% of the households use kerosene lamps which are
detrimental to health. As they do not have an adequate
electricity supply, not only social and economic devel-
opment are impeded but also educational possibilities
for the children and health (noxious fumes) suffer too.

After the conclusion of the solar village project in
Kasozi in 2016, Luwero, which comprises around 100
households, asked to be included in the foundation’s
programme - and were successful. Our local partner in
the realisation of this solar village will again be Anuel
Energy, a solar enterprise in Kampala which was found-
ed by Frank Yiga and which we have worked together
with since 2015.

Project realisation: November 2016 - February 2017

Isukwe, close to the provincial town Jinja, is situated in
the east of Uganda. The village structure is similar to
that of Luwero. After the installation of the solar sys-
tems, the village headman told me that he now often
walks through the village in the evening because he
simply can’t get enough of the sight of the lit-up huts.
Over the years he had often campaigned for electric
light at the district government but apart from getting
promises nothing had happened. And now, he can
finally see the end of the kerosene lamps here after all.

Our partner in this project is the local solar enterprise
"Access To Solar Technologies" which was founded in
2015 by Joseph Wanume. He and his employees were
supported by the Anuel Energy team. A wonderful
example of collaboration between two local solar en-
terprises!

Project realisation: December 2016 - March 2017

Village headman of Isukwe (on the right) and employees from
our partner enterprise from Jinja.

Project development:

First of all, all households in both solar villages were
given detailed information about the possibilities of
solar energy and the costs connected to it.

Afterwards, one household was provided with a solar
system as a sample so that everybody could convince
themselves concerning the brightness and the effec-
tiveness of the system.

One week later those families who wanted to take part
in the programme could have their names registered.
Up to 100 solar systems for light and mobile phone
charging were available for each village.

As in other solar villages, at first only two thirds of the
inhabitants expressed interest. The remaining, still
sceptical families followed with a slight delay as soon as
the first families had been provided with solar light and
had happily got rid of their previously used kerosene
lamps.

Kerosene lamps from Luwero which, thanks to solar energy,
are no longer required.
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Impressions from the solar villages of Isukwe and Luwero (Uganda)
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Photo above: The Ugandan management team of the solar village project: Joseph, Jackie, Robinah, Frank (left to right)
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Project report from the "solar village" Kibera in Nairobi

The biggest slum in Kenya (Kibera) is located southwest
of the capital city, Nairobi.

Approximately 200,000 people live here under ex-
tremely difficult conditions: here there are regular
break-outs of cholera , pollution caused by garbage, a
chronic lack of water, lack of healthcare services etc.
The unemployment rate of 50% is extremely high.

Only 20% of the huts are connected to the power net-
work. In order to keep their households going with at
least a little electric power, they illegally tap the public
power grid. The resulting disturbances to the electrical
supply are often the cause of house fires which quickly
spread in the overfilled quarters.

We are now applying the successful principle of our
solar villages to the slum: selected households are
being provided with a basic supply of electricity consist-
ing of a small solar system at a subsidized price. This
provides electricity for 3-4 LED lamps as well as the
possibility to charge a mobile phone.

For the homes concerned this is an important step
forward because many of the one-room huts (20-25 sq.
m.) do not have a window or any other kind of direct
light. Without electricity there is therefore total dark-
ness in the huts. As a rule, a family of 2-5 people live
together in one room. Solar energy changes the situa-
tion fundamentally.

On this project we are collaborating with the relief
organisation, Umande Trust (http://umande.org/).
Umande constructs public toilets and showers, thus
providing the people in the vicinity with better sanitary
conditions. Furthermore, the human excrement is used
in the biogas production. In addition, the Amande cen-
tres also serve as communal rooms for the neighbour-
ing households and can also be used by small trades-
people.

The project "Solar Village Kibera" has received an
enormous response. The first information events took
place at the end of February and the first solar systems
were installed at the end of March. We expect to com-
plete the whole project by the end of April.

What we can accomplish will only be a drop in the
ocean.

Nevertheless, for those families which we can support
with solar energy, this small contribution is of unbe-
lievable importance: It changes their life totally.

Your help is still desperately needed!
Our partner Umande is still active in other Kenyan
slums. We would like to continue our collabora-
tion and apply the successful model of Kibera in
other less well-known slums.
To this end we need your support: A solar system
for one household costs 100 Euro. With your as-
sistance we can also provide families in other
slums, who literally “live in the dark”, with a basic
supply of electric power.
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The living space is often so small and dark that it is virtually impossible to take photos. The picture above shows the
siblings Frank und Dorothy Buoosi who live in the room behind with their parents and three other siblings. Both of
them go to school. Dorothy dreams of opening a hairdressing salon in Kibera one day. At the moment she is saving for
the training which costs USD 50 per semester.

In the photograph below you can see Priscilla Kianjiru who lives together with her husband in a 20 sq m room. Priscilla
was born in Kibera and grew up there. Her big dream ist to move to the countryside, somewhere in Kenya where there
is fresh air and a lot of light.








